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“All the Leaves
Are Brown…”
  “…and the sky is grey.”  
   Those are popular lyrics 
from a song performed by 
the 1960s folk rock group 
The Mamas and The Papas. 
Is it possible that the 
songwriters were dreading 
a certain seasonal task that 
most property owners will 
agree is unenjoyable?
    Though it may feel like 
an endless battle, it is 
important to clear falling 
leaves from lawns and 
gutters. Allowing dead 
leaves to pile up on your 
lawn will smother your 
grass and cause it to die 
fairly quickly. Moist, dead 
leaves can also lead to 
diseases and mold that 
can damage your lawn. 
Clear the leaves away at 
least once a week for the 
best results.  Do not rake 
leaves into ditches and 
storm drains. And, clean 
the gutters on your home 
once in the fall and again 
in spring to allow proper 
drainage, which will help 
prevent high-dollar roof 
repairs in the future. 
    Contact the City of 
Paducah’s Engineering-
Public Works Department 
for information on disposal 
of leaves and brush. 

SOURCE: 
http://www.lawncare.org/fall-lawn-care/  

    There is nothing more 
important to Paducah 
Water than providing 
our customers with safe, 
reliable, affordable water.
    As part of this mission, 
we want to help keep your household 
safe from lead.  Lead is a powerful 
toxin that is harmful to human health. 
Because there is no identified “safe” 
level of lead, households should seek 
to reduce and eliminate exposure 
wherever possible. While we treat 
and test water to make sure that 
it is lead-free when it leaves our 
treatment facility, some older homes 
in our community have lead in service 
lines (lines from the transmission 
main to the house), household 
plumbing materials and faucets. 
    Lead in home service lines can 
slowly dissolve into water or break 
off in tiny particles. To protect our 
customers, PW monitors and adjusts 
the water’s chemistry to prevent 
corrosion that may result in lead 
at the tap. We also sample water 
for lead at high-risk homes in the 

community every 3 years. If no part 
of your service line or plumbing 
contains lead, your household is 
likely not at risk. But if you are 
unsure, have a licensed plumber 
inspect your household plumbing 
for lead components.
   If you do find that your 
household plumbing is contributing 
lead to your drinking water, there 
are several steps you should take 
to reduce exposure. For instance, 
if water has not been used for 
several hours, run the tap for a few 
minutes to ensure you are getting 
fresh water from the main. Use 
only cold water for drinking and 
cooking. Clean faucet aerators 
regularly to ensure they are free of 
lead particles. Finally, if your water 
has elevated levels of lead, consider 
purchasing a home filter certified 
to remove lead. Find out more on 
filter certification at www.nsf.org. 
Ultimately, the best way to protect 
your household is by removing all 
potential sources of lead. 
     Help us eliminate this threat to 
your drinking water. Together, let’s 
get the lead out!
Source: https://www.awwa.org/resources-tools/
water-knowledge/lead/lead-communications/
consumer-tools.aspx

CONVENIENCE FEES
Many of us enjoy the convenience of making purchases and paying bills with credit and debit cards. 
But did you know businesses and merchants, including Paducah Water, are charged very hefty fees 
by credit card processing companies? So, rather than raising water rates for all customers, PW has 
decided to offset those costs by implementing a small convenience fee for those who prefer to pay 
with a credit or debit card. Customers can expect to begin paying convenience fees in January 2018. 
Please watch for additional information in your November and December bills.
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Paducah Water
welcomes Joshua Hodge! 

Josh comes to our Distribution 
Department as a Laborer. 

JOSHUA HODGE

Photo Credit: Clarissa White, OnTap Editor

  As water professionals, we understand the importance of proper hydration, 
especially for student athletes. The American Council on Exercise suggests 
the following basic 
guidelines for drinking 
water before, during, and 
after exercise: 
• Drink 17 to 20 ounces of 

water 2 to 3 hours before 
you start exercising.

• Drink 8 ounces of water 
20 to 30 minutes before 
you start exercising or 
during your warm-up.

• Drink 7 to 10 ounces of water every 10 to 20 minutes during exercise.
• Drink 8 ounces of water no more than 30 minutes after you exercise.

According to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), each day 
approximately 9 people are killed 
and more than 1,000 are injured in 
crashes that are reported to involve 
a distracted driver. The three main 
types of distraction are visual 
(taking your eyes off the road), 
manual (taking your hands off the 
wheel) and cognitive (taking your 
mind off of driving).  Texting while 
driving is especially dangerous 

because it combines all three 
types of distraction. Did you know 
sending or reading a text message 
takes your eyes off the road for 
about 5 seconds, long enough to 
cover a football field while driving 
at 55 mph? Please keep yourself 
and others safe on the roads. Focus 
solely on driving while driving!

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/
motorvehiclesafety/distracted_driving/
index.html

Source: https://familydoctor.org/athletes-the-importance-of-good-hydration/ 

    That’s why PW has partnered with both local public high schools to provide water coolers for use during 
practices and sporting events. We hope the Tornados and Mustangs find the coolers beneficial and we wish all 
students tremendous success in both academics and sports this school year! GO TEAMS!


