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2018 
WATER 

QUALITY 
REPORT 

    
PW’s Annual Water Quality 

Report for 2018 will be 
available on our website 
on July 1 at http://www.
pwwky.com/CCR. If you 

would like a paper copy of 
the report, please call us at 
270-442-2746, or stop by 

our business office at 1800 
North 8th Street.

WATER WORK

Water Treatment Plant Operator
 Clean, safe water is essential for life. 
Water Treatment Plant Operators manage 
the equipment and chemicals used to 
remove impurities and toxins from water 
so that it is safe for us to drink. Standard 
duties of a Water Treatment Plant 
Operator include collecting and testing 
water samples, adjusting chemical feed 
rates and water flow, ensuring proper 
disinfection, recording meter and gauge 
readings, and documenting laboratory 
data. Water treatment plants must 
operate by specific regulatory standards 
and Operators must know and abide by 
regulatory guidelines.
    Water Treatment Plant Operators 
typically work twelve hours a day to en-
sure 24/7 monitoring of the treatment 
process. An Associates Degree in 
Biology or Chemistry is usually required. 
Operators go through additional on-
the-job training, must complete state 
certification programs, and must obtain 
continuing education credits. The average 
salary is around $41,000 per year.

SOURCES: http://www.workforwater.org/
resourceforwaterprofessionals/page_int.
aspx?id=263; http://www.workforwater.org/
resourceforwaterprofessionals/page_int.aspx?id=271; 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/production/water-and-
wastewater-treatment-plant-and-system-operators.htm  

 Many people would be surprised at 
the types of employment opportunities 
available in the water industry. At Paducah 
Water, there are Customer Service 
Representatives, Laborers, Operators, 
Technicians, an Engineer, and even an 
Accountant. Varying levels of education 
and a broad range of skills comprise the 
workforce of this company. Let’s take a 
look at two different types of Operators 
and their functions in the water business. 

Heavy Equipment Operator 
 Heavy equipment is used routinely 
in the water industry and describes 
machines such as forklifts, cranes, 
backhoes, augurs, and more. Heavy 
Equipment Operators use these machines 
to move materials (i.e. pipe, cement, dirt), 
excavate water main installation sites, and 
clear trees, roots and debris from areas 
where water lines will be installed.  
 These employees must have or be able 
to obtain a Commercial Driver’s License, 
undergo testing for state certification, 
and complete continuing education 
credits. Someone who wants to enter the 
workforce immediately after graduating 
high school, enjoys working outdoors and 
is willing to pursue the required training 
might see this as the ideal career path. 
Did we mention the average salary is 
$33,000 – 48,000 per year?!

CAUTION! 
IMPROVEMENTS 

UNDERWAY!
Summer often means 

construction season for 
utility workers and road 

crews. Please use caution 
when driving through 

construction zones. Be alert, 
slow down and obey the 

orange warning signs!  CODY WHITAKER, Heavy Equipment Operator, 
excavates a site for water main installation.

TODD McINTOSH, Treatment Plant Operator, collects 
a water sample for testing.
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Enjoy the Water - Safely!
 WATER—whether 
you’re drinking it or 
swimming in it, there’s 
nothing better than cool, 
refreshing water on a hot 
summer day.
 In Western Kentucky, 
we are fortunate to have 
the beautiful Lakes Area, 
where water enthusiasts 
can enjoy all types of 
water activities. However, 
please do not take the 
splendor of water for 
granted. Use extreme 
caution near swimming 
pools, lakes and rivers, 
and make safety your top 
priority!

• Teach children 
to ALWAYS ask 
permission to go near 
water.

• Install and use barriers 
around your home pool 
or hot tub. And have 
rescue equipment on-
hand.

• Swim under lifeguard 
supervision and do not 
allow anyone to swim 
alone. At a public pool 
or a lifeguarded beach, 
use the buddy system!

• An ADULT should 
actively supervise 
children around the 

water, even if lifeguards 
are present. Do not 
leave that responsibility 
to another child.  

• Have children or 
inexperienced 
swimmers wear 
U.S. Coast Guard-
approved life 
jackets around water, 
but do not rely on life 
jackets alone.

• Wear a properly fitting 
life jacket for all river 
activities. Don’t assume 
you have the swimming 
skills to keep you afloat. 
Even the strongest 
swimmers can drown.

• Avoid using alcohol 
while swimming and 
boating. Alcohol 
impairs judgment, 
balance and 
coordination.

• At some recreation 
sites, swimming is not 
recommended or may 
even be prohibited. 
Follow "No Swimming" 
signs.

• Check river and stream 
conditions before 
heading out on your 
adventure and always 
let someone know 
where you are going 
and when you will 
return.

• Never walk, play or 
climb on slippery rocks 
and logs near rivers 
and streams.

SOURCES: http://www.
redcross.org/get-help/how-
to-prepare-for-emergencies/
types-of-emergencies/water-
safety; https://www.recreation.
gov/marketing.do?goto=acm/
Explore_And_More/
exploreArticles/water-safety-
rivers-and-streams.htm 

Paddle Boarders on Kentucky Lake. Photo courtesy of Bluegrass Board Sports.

BOTTLED
WATER 

DONATIONS
At PW, we believe in 
showing our support to local 
organizations as they work hard 
to serve those in need. That is 
why we provide bottled water 
to non-profit groups that are 
hosting events in our area. 

Over the last several years, we 
have donated water to Paducah 
Lifeline Ministries, Men Who 
Cook, George Wilson SAFETY 
Foundation, and Walk 4 Water, 
just to name a few. Let us know 
if we can help your non-profit 
organization with a water 
donation. 

Email your donation request 
to info@pwwky.com or call the 
business office at 270-442-2746. 


